HO	FEDERAL  POLITY
It requires no great stretch of imagination to perceive
that a federation opens a wider field, a bigger market and
greater commercial facilities to all the members. Just as
different individuals and traders combine to float trading-
companies to reap the resulting" commercial advantages of
united efforts, similarly different political groups or states
come closer together when, along with otiier advantages,
they see in the union better opportunities for expanding
their commerce and thus adding to their prosperity. It is
easy to understand the manifold difficulties which the traders
have to meet when they come across diversities in weights,
measures, and coinage in traversing different countries
or different parts o£ the same country. When these diver-
sities are removed and uniformity established, merchants find
conveniences which are powerful incentives to union between
those states. These principles, which concern economic life
of nations, have very largely contributed to the growth of
federalism as evidenced in the history of all modern federa-
tions, In fact the greed of men has played upon their
sentiments and eclipsed the enmity which, in several cases,
had existed between neighbourly peoples.
(d)    Political Motives.
The fact is indisputably correct that a bigger state by
virtue of its greater numbers, larger area, and wider
resourcefulness commands greater respect than a smaller
one. Therefore in all international matters the views of a
big state often prevail. Jay had devoted a large space in
the Federalist to this aspect of the question and he had very
wisely warned his countrymen against the dangers of divid-
ing the Confederacy into smaller independent states or into
two or more confederacies. He wrote: "One government
can collect and avail itself oE the talents and experience of
the. ablest men, in whatever part of the Union they may
be found. It can move on uniform principles of polity,

